
 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 

VACCINATION AGAINST WHOOPING COUGH BEING OFFERED TO 
ALL MOTHERS IN MATERNITY UNITS  

 
 
From Monday 17th August, 2009 all maternity units in Sydney South West Area 
Health Service (SWAHS) will be offering vaccination with dTpa (Boostrix) to all 
mothers during the postnatal stay in hospital.  
 
 
The objective of this policy is to reduce the risk and incidence of pertussis in 
newborns. As you will see from the 2 attached documents, this has the support of 
NSW Health and NCIRS. A brochure outlining the role of this injection will be given to 
each mother. 
 
 
As General Practitioners usually take on the overall responsibility for vaccination 
records for their patients, it would be helpful if you ensure that your pregnant women 
are aware of this initiative and the implications of the new program. 
 
Also could you please check with your postnatal patients whether they have been 
given the vaccination and ensure that there is a record of the vaccination being given 
as well as answer any questions they may have. 
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